Bacterial lipopeptides induce ion-conducting pores in planar bilayers.
Bacterial lipopeptides, known for their antibiotic activities, have been tested for their ability to interact with lipid membranes. These lipopeptides, Iturin A, Bacillomycin L and D and Peptidolipin NA present analogous structural characteristics: a heptapeptidic cycle is linked to a hydrocarbon chain. We present evidence that these lipopeptides modify the conductance of planar bilayers by forming ion-conducting pores.